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and 
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Guidelines

Village of Elburn

For more information about the 
Old Town Elburn Business District Development Plan 

or the Village’s Facade Improvement Program

   please contact - Village of Elburn
301 E. North Street

Elburn, IL  60119
Ph. 630.365.5063

www.elburn.il.us
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§ No one defining architectural style exists

§ Quality design relating to surrounding 
area is encouraged

§ Encourage materials like brick and stone 
that are similar to existing buildings

§ New downtown in-fill development 
should reinforce relationship to sidewalks 
and the height and width proportion of 
adjoining buildings

§ Locate entrances, awnings, porches, 
balconies, decks, and seating to promote 
pedestrian use and provide protection 
from the elements

§ Encourage large storefront windows, cov-
ered walkways and highlighted entrance-
ways and decorative roof elements

§ Windows, doors, eaves, and parapets 
should be proportional and aligned with 
other buildings along the street façade

§ Monotony in design should be avoided
§ Building equipment should be screened 

from view

High quality build-
ing materials

Building Placement and Setbacks
§ Height and scale of all projects should be 

compatible with adjoining businesses

§ Orient toward primary street

§ Buildings should be planned for safe and 
comfortable pedestrian movement

§ Projects should provide adequate parking 
and landscaping to accomplish a desirable 
transition with the streetscape

§ Building setbacks should not be more than 
10 to 15 feet from the property line

§ Build to corner line, where appropriate, or 
consider public plaza

§ Cluster open space areas into larger land-
scaped areas to create the most impact

Elements of Building Design

Attractive corner detail

Coordinated Architecture with a variety of details

General Architectural Character
§ Encourage Unified Architectural 

Theme that builds on Elburn’s his-
tory and traditions

§ Preserve Elburn’s “Small Town 
Character” 

§ Buildings should be masonry and 
woodframe construction and at 
least two stories

§ Emphasis on pedestrian areas 
with outdoor seating, benches, 
and other amenities

§ Encourage a variety of  architec-
tural details and facade treatments

Pedestrian-Oriented amenities

§ Color, placement, and material of signs should be highly compat-
ible with the building and site design

§ Place wall and projecting signs at or above transom level and 
below the second story window sill or roof

§ Extend wall signs, awnings, and canopies to the width of the 
storefront

§ Limit the amount of information placed on signs

§ Sign colors should coordinate with overall building colors

§ Signs with dark backgrounds and light colored lettering have the 
most impact and are encouraged

§ Original sign materials should serve as examples for new signs 
and should be compatible with other signs in Old Town

§ Lighting, where provided, should be simple and concealed.  
Internal illumination and flashing signs are prohibited.

§ Concealed up-lit light fixtures, fixtures of simple design, or 
fixtures appropriate to the building period are recommended

Signs and Lighting

Attractive Sign Placement

Attractive Sign Design and Contrast

Consistent Rhythm of windows and other features

Comfortable pedestrian movement


